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pure and simple, the maintenance of which is a mere matter
of practical necessity and has not yet been elevated into a
religious obligation ; for we are assured by the same ex-
cellent authority that the Andamanese do not hold fire sacred
and have no superstitious beliefs in reference to its extinc-
tion.1 Again, the Tasmanians, we are positively assured,
never remembered a time when they were obliged to make
fire ; even the method of kindling fire by friction was un-
known to them. Hence they never allowed the fire to die
out; when they migrated, fire-brands were carried by the
women, one of whose duties it was to keep up the perpetual
fire.2
In a village the perpetual fire would be most likely to be
maintained in the chiefs house, and the persons who would
most naturally look after it would be the chiefs wife or
daughters. Amongst the Damaras and old Italians this duty
devolved on the daughters, and that this was often the case
may perhaps be inferred from the fact that we find perpetual
fires tended by virgins in other parts of the world.3 Thus in
Lithuania the holy fire was maintained in the temple of
Prauronia by maidens who had taken a vow of chastity.4
At Kildare in Ireland the perpetual fire sacred to St. Bridget
was tended by holy virgins.5 Amongst the Iroquois there
1  E. H. Man, op. cit. p. 83.   Mr.     King's daughters, whom they called
Man further informs us that " while it     prophetesses and goddesses; these pro-
is the women's business to collect the     nounced oracles, devoted themselves
wood, the duty of maintaining the     to perpetual virginity, and kept up the
fires,   whether   at   home   or   while     sacred fire in her temples."   But there
travelling by land or sea, is not con-     appears to be no good authority for
fined to them, but is undertaken by     this statement, which is omitted in the
those of either sex who have most     revised edition of Mallet by J. A.
leisure or are least burdened ".                Blackwell.
2  The Rev. Mr. Dove, quoted by        * A. Bastian, Der Mensch in der
James Bonwick, Daily Life and Origin     Geschichte, iii. p. 215.
of the Tasmanians, p.  20.    On the         5 W.  Camden,  Britannia, p. 747
other hand, Mr. Bonwick, standing up     (ed. 1607).   Amongst the Celts virgin
for   his   ill-starred   proteges, stoutly     priestesses had charge of the sacred
asserts that there is plenty of evidence     fire   (Gardner, Faiths of the World,
that they knew how to make fire.   But     i. p. 899). Solinus speaks of the sacred
the only evidence he adduces is that     fires   amongst   the   ancient   Britons
of a respectable bushranger.   See also     (p.   115,   ed.   Mommsen).    On  the
E. *&.1y\Qr*$ Researches into the Early     sacredness of fire amongst the Irish,
History of Mankind, p. 235 sg.               compare Spenser, A View of the Present
8 P. H. Mallet (Northern Antiqui-     State of Ireland, p. 634 (Globe ed.):
ties, i. p. 120, ed. 1809) says : "-The     " Likewise at the kindling of the fire,
goddess Frigga was usually served by     and lighting of candells, they say